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The collection was easily made. It was not even neces-
sary to lop the trees, for enormous quantities of dead wood
were lying at their feet; but if fuel was not wanting, the
means of transporting it was not yet found. The wood,
being very dry, would burn rapidly; it was therefore
necessary to carry to the Chimneys a considerable quantity,
and the loads of two men would not be sufficient. Herbert
remarked this.
"Well, my boy," replied the sailor, "there must be some
way of carrying this wood; there is always a way of doing
everything. If we had a cart or a boat, it would be easy
enough."
" But we have the river,0 said Herbert.
"Right," replied Pencroft; "the river will be to us like
a road which carries of itself, and rafts have not been
- invented for nothing."
" Only," observed Herbert, " at this moment our road is
going the wrong way, for the tide is rising!"
"We shall be all right if we wait till it ebbs," replied
the sailor, " and then we will trust it to carry our fuel to
the Chimneys. Let us get the raft ready."
The sailor, followed by Herbert, directed his steps
towards the river. They both carried, each in proportion
to his strength, a load of wood bound in faggots. They
found on the bank also a great quantity of dead branches
in the midst of grass, among which the foot of man had